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Copirol Off icer Mcde
Ffozsrdous Toke-Gff

Lt Gen Ira Eaker. commander
of the eigirtlr US air folce in Eng-
land. has praised First Lt Joe O

4gtol. o! T+ttanaffiffit
s[anorng per.fornrance of duty in
action anc.l extraor.dinar.y achie.r'e-
ment rrhile palticipating in an
aerial ' f l ight."

Lt Eaton, a medium bomber
piiot. previously
medal witlr ilrr:ee Oak Leaf clus-
ters.
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g Center at Des Illoines; (Left {,o
Ford. Colol lVlargaret Fukuoka of

oto. (AP WirePhotli)' r' ii. i

yalds, r.eQuced to less than fifty ] i(50) feet ]op the pitot si i , t ine be_ l  :
hind the tFt. foergv t,indshierd, I r
these pilots. on g september 194g. I
l ook  n f f  in  hoat r i l , ,  r ^^ , . ^ r  r ^ r^ -  l .took off in hearlily bomb-iaden I r
8-26 Marauder air ' l r lanes to f ly a I  I
most important mission against I  I
the German air. foi'ce. Wiilr onlv i t
the left eclge of the runway bb I r
guide tlrem while ttrey rnaae flvins I l
speed, they l'ent on instr.umenh I(
as soolr as they $'ere ah.borne. i

'During this extremely hazar:d- I
ous take-off. the twenty thild I(23rd) air.ctaft cr.astrecl. Knorvins I
the impbrtance of the missiou, ilre i r
rernaining pilobs u,iilrorrt a rno_ I ,
ment's hesitation fiew their air.- |
planes into thi.s uncertainty. The i
ccol determined f lying ski l l  dis- I
pla5'ed trpon this occasiorr .,r.., .._ I
sponsible in a Iat 'ge nrer:sl l l .e. fol.  I

Lt Joe O Eaton

$ tcootrooed from Pase one)

I oFerations. fl reflects 
'higlrest

credit upon each of these officers
and upon the Unlted States armY I
air forces," l

Lt Eaton is the son of the Late i
I[ L Eaton and'Mrs ,Mamie,Eaton I

. Gleene, both onetime members of
ihe state railroad commission. 1l

Se was attending IElEJgIlal,cottf f i rn

rffieservicel
ja5 an aviation cadet. During the ' 1
lsummer of that year he played | |
ifirstbase with the Tallahassee | |
rgapi ials. i  I+ l

the success of. a seclet combined
anrphjbions maneuver by the
U-nited Nations' anned forces, the
destruction of viLal enemy instal_ i ,
lations. and n'as a source of pride
to all airnretr in this theater- of
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